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The local sanitation block offers a visit to a pour-flush toilet, plus a piece of paper, for 50 ariary, about 3 cents.
A shower, which is 15 minutes in a booth with a bucket of cold water, costs 100 ariary. 
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School toilets: The student toilets are squat type while the 
teacher toilet is a “chaise anglaise.” 
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At the local pump, it costs 20 ariary, one U.S. cent, to fill a 20-liter yellow container.
Most households use 4-8 yellow containers per day. 
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People cook with simple charcoal stoves. 
There are numerous types, locally fabricated, and they cost about 2000 ariary, or $1. 
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A company called Asense has begun distributing biogas accessories made in China. Their product range 
includes biogas stoves, lamps, hot water heaters and rice cookers, and balloons for gas storage.
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Plastic tanks are manufactured locally for use as septic tanks and slurry storage.
These can also work as building blocks for biodigesters. 
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Many local farmers rely on artificial fertilizer, imported from China. 1kg urea costs $5 USD, and 
1kg of Diammonium Phostphate costs $1.25. Recommended use 100-150kg per hectare per crop yield.
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In Ikibo, a village just outside of Tana, this family spends 5 hours a week collecting wood and sticks 
for cooking. They buy about 20 kilos of artificial fertilizer a year, but they do not grow enough to eat. 
Their biggest household expense is rice. 
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Year round, men collect water hyacinth plants from urban marshes, as pig and cattle feed. They sell for about 
800 ariary, 40 cents, per 15kg bag including delivery. It is good feedstock for anaerobic digesters. 
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Local enterprises, like this pay-as-you-go game center, have sprung up 
around the public sanitation blocks. 
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